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DESCRIPTIGN OF A GER“

Varlous authers have attempted to descrlbe a hedgerew.v In
order th&t the-:ea@er mey have some idea of e;hedgerow and whﬁ
the'assanltiﬁg5ferces encountered so mueh-aiffieulty in negoti-
Aeting‘these hedgerews, I attempt here te;eendensefthesefopiniens
and give a‘brief'deseribtion of a hedgerew;

A hedgerew varies from 5 to 30 feet in height. The bases
A were of meunds of earth and rock, topped by vegetation ef all
types from bushes to 1argek@ld trees. Aﬁ the bottom of eaeh
hedgerew were trenehes'varying in width'ané-depth.ﬂ

The origin and use remain a matter of speculatien according.

to one wrlter. Some people believe they were early 1andmarks,
while others believe they were bullt by natural erosion and
growth, Stlll others lcek upon them as some primltlve form of
~vegetation. o | .

}Qaesar 18'said'£e have written of these hedgerGWS'and
deeefiEBQ them'thus, "they present a'fqrtifieatien Iike wall
through which it was eot only impossible to enter but even to
‘penetrate with the eye". |

‘Whatever their orlgln they presented 8 dlfficult problem .

to the attacker and gave the defender every advantage.




THE OPERATIONS OF THE 35TH INEANTRY DIVISIGN
 IN THE ATTAGK OF ST 10, FRANCE, 11-18 JULY l9hh
a (N@RMANIY GAMPAIGN) |

ORIENTATION

INTROlUGTI@N v

- This monograph covers the operatlons of the 35th Infantry
\3ivision, a part af XIX Corps, in the attaek on ST LG FRANCE,
11-18 July 1944 durlng the N@RMANDY Campaign. N

A kg@ﬁledge Qf~events and happenlngs prler to this time is
gecessary,in‘efaer that‘the regder can see @he necessity for this
'operatian and the pr@blems confronting thé Allied leaders duriﬁg
" the early stages of this campaign,

~Allied f@rees, e@n31st1ng of the 24 Brltlsh Army and the
First United States Army, under the everall commend of Field
‘Marshall.mantgemery, landed successfully on the beaches ef FRANGE,
on 6 June 1944, (See Mep 4) (1) N

,Having onee~éstablisheé~andveemented é beaekhead, the plan
f was,f§r the BritiSp férces in the»Cgen sgeto: to feint a breakaﬁt;‘*
in that aréa_theraby drawing the enemy reserves imte the area,4t9
eéntain théﬁ ﬁhere, andiaetqally effect a breakout in the western
or American sector. (Séé'ﬁhg‘ﬁ) (2) : |

Since a major breakthrough would necessarlly meaﬂ the use of
a8 large force and require ‘considerable’ supplles, the Brltlsh and ;
American forces set about the task of cementing thelr beaehheads
and capturlng sufficient ground necessary for a build up of tre@ps

‘and supplies.‘ By 12 June 1944 the‘beachheads were linked, (3)

(1) A-2, p. 60
(2) A=2, D, 21
(3) a=2, pe 21



By 20 Jume 194k, First United States Army consisted of four
Gorps,‘thé ﬁIiI‘and XIX haviqg beoeme operational since the V
" and VII Gorpé}ﬁad lanaed and fought their way inlend. (See Map B)
PROBLEMS GONFRONTING FIRST UNITED STATES ARMY o :

' The Allles were anxleus te make a breakeut but many problems

faeed them and had to be solved before any breakthraugh could be

made. 7

The térrainAin the First Army sector was divided into-twe
distinct areas by the VIRE RIVER. East of the river was broken
hilly terrain composed primarily of east-west ridges, The ether
aiea was. covered by.marshy ground caused by.the méay siuggish
streams in,the aréa. This was unsuitable tank eoéntry and was
even difficult for foot troops, To help hatuﬁe along and |
further complicate matters, the Germans had flooded a good déal
of the land in order. te add strength to thelr defenses.

- Anothgr problem was that of suitable road‘nets. Bast of
Car%%an there was only one nbith-south roed and that was still '
under fire, West of caré§an there'were three roads but these
would help Qaly after the Port of Cherbourg was in eperation,

) ‘Another'featufe of the terrain was the many hedgerows that
crissééressed the countryside, These hedgerows aided the defegsg,
of éhe-area and put the attacker at a definite disadvantage.
Ajtacking the he@geraWs was unlike aaything theVAmericans had
eneounteréd so far. Because of the numerous hedgerows @g the

-area; this operation is sometimes referred to as The Battle of

the Hedgerows. (4) (For a description of a "Hedgerow" see

- -

Foreword.)

(4) A-L4, D. 19‘ 2



The @bjeetive then of First United Statés Army, in eérly
July, was the 11ne GOUNTANCES - MARIGNY - ST LO. By securing
thls 11ne Flrst Army would have p0359331en of a sultable read
. et and wquld beﬁeut of the marshy and hedgerew terraln; they
would, in fact, be in poésession of terrain suitable_fér'méneuﬁer
and poised for the breakthrough effort, .(See'MaEZB) (5)

.............

GENERAL SITUATIGN

XIX Corps obgectlve was. the high ground east and west of ST
L0, The clty.erST LO was not of too much 1mportance but the
:daptu?e Qf‘the,high greund‘adjacent to #he city was. This area
was:aise ﬁhe hub of a network of roads leading in ali directiéné;“
,Gaptuge @fthis‘areq would provide a springboard fer'the breéké
- through that was plamnéd aé well}as prevent the enemy from shifte
ing hlS ferees from west t@ east; | |
| XIX Corps. zone was d1v1aed by the VIRE RIVER, a rlver, uo to
60 feet in w1ath qmlterdeep‘and very sw;ft. on th% left of the
rlver the terralnfwas low and swampy restricting maneuver, while
on the other side the area was quite hilly and the »s‘vﬁele aréa was

'\erisscressed W1th the dreaded hedgerows. (See Mﬁ@"B):'(é) o
| | Elements of the German Seventh Army were facing the unlts
-a351gned the XIX Corps. Many of the German units were farebelewi'
strength due t@ l@sses inflieted during the‘prev;éusrpart oE thé
eampaign; further, the Germans were‘netvreceiving replacements
because of- the air superlority enjoyed by the Allies. American
ferees while sustaining many easualtles, were building up ferces
' and with the taste of victory ‘were mentally and phy31ca11y
equipped to continue their successs (7)
i 5

(5)
' (6) CA=ly, De 5
: (7) A=<k, Da 7»



. XIX Cerps opened its attack 1n accerdance W1th the First
Army plans on 7 July W1th the 29th and 30th Div131ons, and by
7 July 19&4 had suceeeded in eapturlng the northe;g—mogt Cross«
ing of the‘V;BE RIVER, locatea at PONT HEBERT. The 35th'Divi—
31on'was seheduled to join the XIX Corps, but had'enly juét
~ landed end would need sometime beforeiit could get into the
battle. When they did arrive it would help the situation
considerably. (8) 
| ABRIVAL ¢ ‘mésfﬂﬁmfsicﬁm‘I&S'?LAN'FOR"rm

While XIX Corps was epening up with 1ts attack the 35th
was on its way to FRANCE frem.ENGIAND By'afternoen Qf 7 July
- all troops pad landed and the élViSlOQr?§Vé§ info aghasgembly
area west of GOLOMBIERES, FRANCE. While the division was on its
way to the assembly area, the Division GCommander, Gegeial Baade,
algng with'members.@f_the diviéion staff, was in confereneé with
Gorps 1eaders. " “
| "The stay in the assembly area was short llved~ and on 9 July
194h the div1sien commander erdered the 137th and 320th Infantry ,
Reglmeats intovllme, relieving elements of the 29§h qnd 3®th
Infantry E}visions in the viéiniﬁy of La MEAUFFE from the VIRE
RIVER to La micoLLERIE, (9) (See Map G) 10 July the divisien
spent in place familiarizing itself with the terrain over which
1t was to fight. , o

General Baade planned to use two regiments abreast in the
~attack that was to be launched_the»pext day. His 134th Infantry

was placed in Corps reserve. No mention was made of a division

(8) A"‘Id" P.?
(9) A-4, D. 69



reservevand'events to happen later seem to point this fact out.
The diviSi@n objective was to be the north bank of the VIRE

~RIVER west ef ST L@. For dispositions and objective aieé.»

(See Mag c) (10)

) Premptly at 6560 hours on 11 July d1v1510n and corps
artillerylapened fire, Seme 2@9 guns blasted away at the enemy
“positions for an hour, As»the artilléry lifted its fire, the .
assaaltimg_elemenps of each regiment Jumped off in theAattaekc
| The many days of training'in ﬁhe United States and more recéntly
" 1in England were to be put to the. test. (11) | |

‘All along the front the assault eleﬁenﬁs met heavy machine
gan'gnd‘mertar fire reinforced with medium and 880 mm artilleqy.
fire. Thé'enemy;vtaking every advantage éf the terrain; organized
the roads and hedgerows and lined his positions with skillfully
prepared foxholes and machine gun positions. Despite murderous
erészire frem the well‘prepared positions, thé men\maintainéé
: fheir attack but advanced'enly é few yards at a time. The enemy
was dlfflcult to rout fram his p@sitlans and many tlmes hls
'p@Sltiens were only. redueed when they were rushed and eliminated
}1n hand to hand c@mbat. (12) |

| Maklng steady progress, the leadlng elements of the 137th
made a few hundred yards befere reaching ST GILLES where* they

were pinned down by heavy flre from enemy p051tlons. The Germans

(10) A—h, Pa’ 69 '
(11) A-6, Ch=p ITII, p. 6
(12) 4-6, Chap III, p. 6



had'fortified a chateaun gnd prepared positions in an old church
 whose wa}ls were some eighteen inches thick, Afﬁer enceuntéring
considerable difficulty, assaulting forée reached a point,wi&hin
fifty yards of,these positions but could not force the enemy
from his strongpoint. At 1830 hours the regimental reserve was
commltted but even this extra push, coupled with a pounding by
Corps an@ plvision Artillery, fallig}to dlslodge the enemy,

The 2d Bgttalion farther to the wes%_was meeting e@hally stiff

, resistahceAbut had managed to keep fairly well abreast, (13)

On the east of the division sector the 320th was having’
éimilar bitterrexperiences on its opening day of fighting. ©ne
difficulty encountered by the 320th was that of executing a
wheeling movemént; and, untilvthe right of the regiment could be
brought up on line, any progress by elements on the left would
ohly further eipose”their flenk to the enemy, By‘nightfall the
firsﬁ battalionvhad succeeded inAeoming abreast The worst miskap

| for the day befell a platoon of Company B, which had been f@oled
1nte w1thdrawing by a fake order of the Germans, As t?e platoon~ A
withdrew éﬁe eneny poured mo:ta: fire on them and a}l butllh of
the platogn were lost, Communications proved difficﬁlt through« |
out ‘the attackvas few radios remained in operation and enemy firé
continually cut wire lines, 'Gn the whole little progress had

been made by the divisionrand what was made was measured in

yards. (See‘Mag_Q} (14)

(l 3) Aré Chap’ III, Pe 9
( ) A"‘H P. 70



...................

SECGOND EAY IN BATTEE ‘

Resumlng the attaek for the second day, the 1lst Battalion
137th woke up to find the same problem confronting them as had -
faeed them when they dug in and tried-to get some rest the -
previous night. rAssistance was to be offered by the értillery
firing awh5‘minute preparatipn and ending with a rolling barrage.
Tank destroyers that had been attached meanwhile moved into posi-

‘tion»ahd fired point blank into the strbngpeint. At 1045 hours,
,and fellowing the rolligg‘barrage, the lst Battalion stormed the
position and succeeded in reducing it,. ‘Whlle the lst Battalion
/busied 1tself with this strengp01nt the 3@ Battalien b&passed
the position and made a galn of approximately & thousand yards
before being forced to a halt by ememy fire. The 24 Battalion
was ﬁaving trouble not unlike that encountered by the other
battalions and spéﬁt the greafer part of the seéend day areané,é
center of r331stance, a group of heuses at La PETITE FEREE,
which ehanged hands several +1mes during the day.> Late in the
day the battaliqn reserve had been used in an effort to ‘break -
aﬁgy, but this measure wasiansaeeessful; (15)

The 320th en'theweast tried without sﬁeeéss to get an
attack under way; and, when the day ended, an advance of 200-300
‘yards had been accéun@ed for, The Germans had throwg a #icioﬁs
eounteratiaék'at the positiens held by the 3d Battaliog/and for
a time the entire pos1t10n was in jeopardy. ‘Séme uaits were

forced lnto eonfu31on and started to withdraw in the face of the

(15) A=k, Do 81
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: blistéring enemy fire, and only the courageous stand of several
offisers and men ihflueneed the two units to reform and reeapture‘
the ground in dispute, (16)

: THIRB BAX OF BATTEE
Attempts to advance on the third day of battle proved un-

‘successful for any elements of the;division, Unknown to the
-atﬁackingiforees at tﬁé time, the Germaﬁs had changed their
ﬁéetics sqméwhat.  Up to this t;me, the enemy had organized his -
defense~inaflinear manner and baeked it up with mobile forces
to stop any breakthrough. Now he shifﬁedjtc a géﬁease in depth.
 ';uStwest(ef thg,small village of Ie GARILL@H thé Germans had
organized a gmall hose of ground that prejéeted between two small
streams, This portion of the terrain was only slightly higher
fthén the ground surr@undiné it but the enemy had recognized the.
yalée of this small piece of terrain and used the ground to the
Eest sdvantage. Having organizeéd the position, the Gerﬁans
could send out patrels to the north and to either flank; and, if
‘pushgd around any, they could retire to their prepared pésitiens
aloeng tunﬁéis and sunkeﬁ roads while the attacking‘forees were
punished severely by flre frem the many autamatlo weapons the
enemy had emplaced, Actually, the boundary between battallons
assisted the eﬁeﬁy in the defense of his position._ The greate:
portion of the pogition'fell in the Zone3of the‘137th Igfantry
and the balance in the zone of the 320th Infentry. AS & result,
neither regiment was hittipg the position squarely in order to

determine the real strength of the stréngpeint.7 (See Map €) (17)

(16) A-4, pe 81
(17) A-4, P. 81
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| The asséulting regiments never did succeed in reduecing this -
position but events of a later date were to make the position
untenable and force the Germans to abandon the well fértified
position. (18) |
| In order for the reader to understand the difficulties
encountered in the‘hedgerow conitry let us.digress and see what
one man who fought through the area as a front line combat man
thought about this type of fighting, This portion of the study
-is quoted in‘fﬁll as I do not believe thar the full picture could
be summarlzed in a few words.
"There were Jjust three ways that our Infantry could get
' through the hedgerow country. They could walk down the road,
which always makes the leading men feel praetically naked (aﬁd
they are). .They could attempt to get through gaps in the éerners
of the hédgerews and crawl up'alohg the row leading férward or
rush through in a group and spread out in the field beyond, This
was not a popular method, In the first place eften there were no
gaps just when you wented one most, and in the seeond place the
Germans knew about them before we did and were usually prepared
.w1th machine gun and machine pistol reception c@mmittees. The
third method was to rush a skirmish line over a h@éger@w and then
across thé field, 'This could have been a fair method if there
‘ had been no hedgerows. ‘-
"Usually we could not get through the hedge without haeking

a way through; This of course took time, and a German machine

‘gun can fire a lot of rounds in a very short time, Sometimes

(18) A-k, Do 8k
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the»hedges themselves ﬁere not thiek. But it still took time for . -
the 1nfantryman to e¢limb up the bank and scramble over, during
v whlch time he was a 1uscleus target and When he got over the
Germans knew exactly where he was., All in all it was very dis-
,ceﬁraging to the men who had %o go first, vThe farther té the
‘Tear one got the easier it all seemed. 4

"0f course the Germans did net defend every hedgerew, but ho
vone knew w1th®ut stepplng out into the spotlight which ones he
did defend, | |

"Tt was'diff;cult to gain fire superiority when it was moSt'
needeé; In"the'fifstvplace.ma@hine gunsAwere almost uselesé in
ihe attaek because abmut the only way tpey ¢ould be used was to
fire.fraq the hips If y@u»set them up before the advance startéd,
they had he field Gf'fire and could not Sheot the enemys, If you
carried them along until you met the enemy, still the @nly way to
vget them in pesitlon was to set then up on top Gf a hedgerow bank,
That was net good because the German was in the next bank and got
'you before you setvthé gunfdewn. Anyway, it had to be'laié on .
 the bank, no triped, just a gun bafiel‘lying unevenly on its
st@mach.ﬂ On the other hand the Germens could dig their guns into
the banks in advance, eamourlége them; and be &all set té’cover |
 the road, trails, and other bottlenecks our men had to use.” (19)

The writer of the above continued to point out the=difficélt§
encountered by the artillery and tanks. I have chosen, however,
only thaﬁ°portion of the t@pié deaiing wiﬁh the problems e@nfr@nt-

ing the infantry,

(19) A"L‘h Pe 72




FOURTH DAY OF BATTIE

| Cofﬁé‘éérfhiéwﬁime ordered the main effort on the,ieft ﬁear
the‘VIRE RIVER,"and as a result ﬁhé 137th continued the attack
with all three battgliens in line, The 3d Battalion on the right,
the lst in the center, and the 24 Battalion on the left with its
f}ank ggaiﬁgt the Feav@ly fo:tified position at Le CARILILON.
Aided byltank destreyers, which werelused as assault guns; and by
the a?tillery,the attack got under way on the 4th day at 68@@
hours, Né~mere than just stérted the assault elegents met heavy
machine gun fire and gécountered enemy‘minefields; Nevertheless
the attack stgmbled en.ﬁ Using the TDs as assault guns paid off,
‘as they placed heavy fire on the hedgerows just in front of the_
Igfantry and theii efforts were rewarded'with a bag of 19 machine
’ éun emplaeementé and four mértar positions, fhis assistance
aided greatly and as the day slipped away the lst and 3d Battal- '
_;®n§ finally broke out and raced as far as the PONT HEBERT - ST 10
highweye (200 | - ”

This push By‘the-right wing of the 137th and the action of
the zéthfﬁivisien on the east of Le GARIﬂL@N‘were making thg -
éituation%for thevenemy at the nose‘neaf‘ie CARILLON very uneasye.
@ o “ | . | -
~ Trying as best they could, the 320th Infantry was unable to
do enything with the determined Gernans around Le CARILLON and

| fhe stalemate continued in that sectore (22)

(20) A-4, P. 86 | | . o
(21) A’PL]-, Pe 86 ' - ‘
( 22) A"l&, Po 86

14



‘While thefasséultigg regiments were doing their bést_with a.
detérmiﬁed enemy the Corps Cémmander was preparing for~a.eo-'
ordinated attack on the follzwing daye Esseaﬁially the plan
remaihéd the same with the main effort té be made by the 29th
Division, In’oraer to add weight to this attack the 134th
-infantry‘waé‘released from Corps -reserve and moved into line |
‘felievihg elements of the 115th Infantry of the 29th Division
; théreby redueing the 29thsvsectof and widening that of the
35th Division. (See Map D) (23) |

Thus, for the‘first time since entering ecombat, the divisién
had all the‘regiments under its control. Although new to battle
the‘lBhth‘waé to play a very important pert in the events to
t;angpire in the remaining days before the fall of ST Lo, Just
as Corps was t@'make the main effort.on the left so was the 35th
livision. The Corps obgectlve remained ST 10 and the high ground J
adaacent to the clty. (24)

' FIFTH DAY @F BA@TEE
Inltlatlng 1ts flrst attack at 0515 hours W1th two battallons

abreast, the 134th had as its mission the destructlen of enemy
forceg in its zone, tpe captgring of Hill 122,‘andrseizing and
'@ecupying ST 10, This was no gmall task for a unit just committed
and thus far untried in battle. The terrain over which the 134th
was to attack was similar todthat thréughout the fﬁent; rolling
ééuntry with large hedgerows. }Hill 122 was the dominating feature
inbthe 134th zone and was~eempoéedvof & series of gradually ele-

-vated plateaus, printed with fields, hedgerows and sunken-narrow

(23) A-k, p. 102
(24 &-L, p. 102
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roads; éhis'all added up to good defensive terrain for the
defendef and a numbef ef_unsolved'problems for the attacker, (25)
: Early;géins were registered but not without eonsiderable-— 7
‘ﬂixbresietance being offered by the enemy. The lst Battalion, by
aftefneonf had reached the town of EMILTE and was met by a
stebeern enemy who had converted every hoﬁse into a fortress

- halting the ettack. Gaining.momentﬁm again in the afternoon,

and following e rolling barrage, the lst Battalion burst into

the town and, in hand to hand combat, redﬁced all opposition in
the town, ither battalions were also meeting with stiff resistance
but were making progress,. (26) o - )

‘ At this point the Divisien Gommander_ordered the Assistant
Eiyision Gemmander'teAaesemble a task force'and take Hill 122,
ﬁlements cemposing,tﬁe task feree‘consisted of the lBhth Infantry,
‘the 737th Tank Destroyers, one platoon frem the 654th Tank
Destroyers, Company c, 6@th Engineers and the 24 Battalion of the
320th Infantry. Supporting elements consisted of three battallons
~of artillery and one battalien of 4. 2~mertars. By earlj evening
General Seebree had organized the task force and ordered an
assault on Hlll 122, The actual attack was preceded by a strafing
. and bombing attack by P h?swand a 15 minute preparatlon by Bivi-
sion Arti}lerya Fol;owing e rolling artillery berrage as eiese

ae 75 yards,vand pushing back several_enemyvcounterattacks, as
‘well as weathering the well directed fireeof the German defenders,

the 134th reached the northern slopes of the hill by 2300 hours,

(See Map E)

) A- 6, Ghep III, Pe 13
) Aok, P 106
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Unable to advance further the attaekers dug in for the nlght
and prepared for a ceunterattack. (27) |

While the lBhth was maklng exeellent progress the Germans on
the nose at Le CARILLQN repulsed the effort made by the 137th and
32@th Infantry. Much of the. fallure of the 320th to advance can
be attr;butedhte the faet that the enemy had captured a eepy of
the regimental plan of attack. By now thie,etrongpeint which
had been e thorn in the side of these two regimeﬁts for so many
‘days formed a sharp salient into the American lines, (28)

SIXTH BAX GF BATTEE : ;
' Strlking agaln gust befere dawn on 16 July the lst Battalioen,

;BLth was determined te ceptgre the Hill 122 and the Germans were
Just as éetermined~te stay there, Fighting against fanatic
-resistance, the deughboys refused te be denied, even though the =
Germans launched repeated counterattacks and infiltreted small
sulcldal partles that had to be reduced in hand to hand combat.
By neen;H111n122 was 1n American hands, The Germans made every
effert to retake the hill in repeaﬁed eeeﬁterattacks, and his
artillery rained doﬁn on this position; but determined men of .
the 13L4Lth were not to‘give up such hard won terrain, By early
evening ether“battaliens of the regiment hed been able-te push
up fairly’wellfen the flanks and added seceritj to the position,

SEVENTH ]AY OF BATTLE S
Bnable te do much the previous day, the 320th and 137th

7Iniantry jumped off with renewed vigor and foughy a raging battle

(27) A=k, D. 107
(28) A=k, Da 107
(29) 4-6, Chep ITI, p. 15
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all across the'front. The German still offered plenﬁy of
resistance, but the pressure that had been exerted in the previous
days and terrific artillery fi;éuforcgd the enemy to give up his
_poéition on the Le GARILLGN Strongpoint. Throwing everything into
the battle, the 137th finally broke loose and by mldnlght punched
thelr way through the German lines and made their way to their::
part of the div131on obaeetlvet (30)

| CAPT@RE GF THE EIVISI@N GBJECTIVE

B Pushing the attack W1th all battalions, on 18 July, against
determlned but erumbling resistance, thewdiv151op flnally reached
objéqtivgs'allrgiong_the VIRE RIVER. Elements of the IR platoon
had pushed their way in to the northern'part‘of ST 10, reconnoitered

and returned. On the same'éay other American units closed upon the

city., (See Map E) (31)

In summatien, the division successfully aCcamplished its
ass{gﬁed ﬁissien.} Thls accempllshment, and that of other units,
centrlbuted greatly to the plans of hlgher commanders' 'Therflght-
ing experienced by this untried unit was semerof the flercest to
be encountered in any part of the European theatre, The terrain
over which the battle took placelwas certainly some of the most
aifficult, | | N |

A tenacious enemy had been dislodged from ideal defensive
"terrain and the defeat inflicted”on the enemy was. to tel;lin
Vlater stages of the war, While we can look on thiS'operation as

a successful one it was not one without mistakes.

. (30) A-fy, Do 114
(31) A-6, Chap III, p. 17
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In all the division suffered some. 24,37 casualties; the
;}number inflleted on the enemy is unknown.

For its part in the operatlon the 1st Battallon 134th

Infentrywwas awarded the 3lst1ngulshed Uhlt Citation,

ANATYSTS AND CRITICISM

Upon enpe;igg;fhe battle thevl3hth"1nfantry was put in Corps
reserve. The division plan ealled for the use of two regiments
on line, aﬁd from studying the various'referenees it appears,-
tﬁat’the'ﬂivisien,eemmander did not constitute any reserve, nor
did he put any strings on any of the battalions, The fact‘that' 
he did not eonstitute a reserve is apparent frog’the use of the
remaining e;ementswof.the diviSion. Had the divisien-been able
to retain the 134th Infantry, or had a reserve'been constituted
from the remaining elements of the-division, iﬁ seems quite
prebable}thet~he could have used this reserve to influence the .
action in the first days of the attack.

2. ”BGFN@ARIES,N

] The attacklng reglments were hlndered in thelr advance due
to the fact, that the boundary between reglments ran through the
terrain feature at Le OARILLON; As a result the boundary did
not give elther revlment sole responsibility. ThlS prevented
either reglment fr@n determlning the full strength of the posi~ -
tion or gittlng th;s position squarely enough to determine the
strength, Had‘eithereregiment been assigneé sole responsibility
it is most probable that the regiment would have been able %o

determine just what the dispesition was onlthis‘strongpeint and
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devise a method of reducing it. This in turn would have speeded
up the advance, reduced casualtiee and given the attaekers posses-
sion of the 1ittle‘high groundfin the area,

3 ENEMY PGSITI@NS

The German commander of the defensive position at Le CARTILLON
;'used the terrain to every advantage, made it work for hlm. It 13
of interest to note that this piece of terraln was not exeeeéingly
‘high, but only'a-few‘feet nigher than the ground-appreaehes.
Hewever the enemy realized the value of terraln ald organlzed 1t
to such an extent that the oceapancy by a relatlvely small force
actua}ly held up thevadvance of a much larger force for some time,
The attackers did not suceceed in reducing the positienveut only
fereed the defender from the peeition after some time'and after'he
hed inflicted a eensiderable number of casualties. If we are to
'sueceed ell'&eaders of every’echelon nust be aware ef»the.

' adventages offered‘by'the terrain and must.expleit theSe possi-
,bilities to the fullest. | |

B e TAKING AEVANTAGE OF SUPPGRTING‘WEAPONS

7? Supperting weapens are Just that. It is evident frem.thls -

etudy that assaulting forces were guick to realize and teke
advantage of an enemy bewilderedMand dazed by fire from support-
ing weapons., It has been shown in several instanees-that the
rapld advance and everrunning of positions 1mmed1ately after
supporting fires have lifted, or by follew1ng a rolling barrage,
offers the attacker an opportunity to hit the enemy before he

can recover from the effects‘of this fire.
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5. ~ ORDERS V |

Here there are two criticisms to be made. First we must
consxder the platoon that was almost wiped out due to a false
order being given by the enemy. The 1ssuance of a false order
' by the enemy was not unusual and we shauld be aware of the
fact that the enemy will use every means at his dispesal to
play havoc with our forces. The fault lies in failure of the
platoon leader to request confirmation or to have thejordep‘
'coqfirmed.

The second criticism té be made is with regardkto orders
Eeing'in a position where there 1is dangerbaf cem?fomise; -it
is granted that every man and every officer,is‘reqﬁired te‘
¥now what is essential to the successful accompliéhment of
~ his mission. »Hawe#er, plans, such as the regimental plans,"
should never be carried so far forward that their is dénger
of q@mpromise. Thg dela&,‘and probably the needless casﬁalties,
capsed this fegiment were indeed severe but‘fhé results could

have been even far more disastrous.

6.  CAPITALIZING ON SUCCESS

| COmﬁandérs;must be ever glert‘to také advaﬁtage of a
suéceés in one part of their zone and push this success with
all the fercé hecessary to insure the rapid accomplishment of
their missions In this case We see a division cammander
seizing ‘the oppertunlty for the further acctmplishment of his
‘missien by capitalizing on. the unexpected advance of one of
his regiments. By,so doing he enabled units on his flanks ‘to
advance and furthered the advance of the'remainder of his unit,
In erfect.he not only accomplished his mission as a result of
this move but furthered the accomplishment of the mission

- assigned higher commanders.
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LESSONS

1. Reserves must be constituted in order to,proyide

 the commander with an element with which he cen influeneg

N

the action.

2. Boundaries must be assigned providing responsibility

L » P - g 4 R i

for a terrain feature to one element.

S Terrain offers many advantages, either to the

attacker or to the defendey, everyone mnst be aware of the

value of terrain and use it to the best advantage.

4. Considerable advantage can be gained from the quick "

exploitation of supporting fires;and theﬁfollowing of awrollé

AR

ing barrage, striking the enemy before he has fully recovered

from the eﬁfeets of this fire.

5o \ngers must be confirme%i and orders of considerable

importance must either be memorized, or a line or echelon
established bgyond which certain orders will not be'carried.

6o \bommanders must be ever alert to capitalize on sucecess

in one part of their zone thereby assisting other‘elementsband‘f

furthering the rapld accomplishment of his mission.
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